
 

 

May - Month of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God 
 

“The May devotion [to our Lady] in its present form 
originated at Rome where Father Latomia of the Roman 
College of the Society of Jesus, to counteract infidelity and 
immorality among the students, made a vow at the end of 
the eighteenth century to devote the month of May to 
Mary. From Rome the practice spread to the other Jesuit 
colleges and thence to nearly every Catholic church of the 
Latin rite. This practice is the oldest instance of a devotion 
extending over an entire month.” (Catholic Encyclopedia, 
“Special Devotions for Months”) 
 
 

A Petition to Mary (by St. Alphonsus Liguori) 
 
Most holy Virgin Immaculate, my Mother Mary, to thee who art the Mother of my Lord, the 
queen of the universe, the advocate, the hope, the refuge of sinners, I who am the most 
miserable of all sinners, have recourse this day. I venerate thee, great queen, and I thank thee 
for the many graces thou has bestowed upon me even unto this day; in particular, for having 
delivered me from the hell which I have so often deserved by my sins. I love thee, most dear 
Lady; and for the love I bear thee, I promise to serve thee willingly forever and to do what I 
can to make thee loved by others also. I place in thee all my hopes for salvation; accept me as 
thy servant and shelter me under thy mantle, thou who art the Mother of mercy. And since 
thou art so powerful with God, deliver me from all temptations, or at least obtain for me the 
strength to overcome them until death. From thee I implore a true love for Jesus Christ. 
Through thee I hope to die a holy death. My dear Mother, by the love thou bearest to 
Almighty God, I pray thee to assist me always, but most of all at the last moment of my life. 
Forsake me not then, until thou shalt see me safe in heaven, there to bless thee and sing of thy 
mercies through all eternity. Such is my hope. Amen. 
 
Act of Reparation to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
O blessed Virgin, Mother of God, look down in mercy from heaven, where thou art enthroned 
as Queen, upon me, a miserable sinner, thine unworthy servant. Although I know full well my 
own unworthiness, yet in order to atone for the offenses that are done to thee by impious and 
blasphemous tongues, from the depths of my heart I praise and extol thee as the purest, the 
fairest, the holiest creature of all God's handiwork. I bless thy holy name, I praise thine 
exalted privilege of being truly Mother of God, ever virgin, conceived without stain of sin, co-
redemptrix of the human race. I bless the Eternal Father who chose thee in an especial way 
for His daughter; I bless the Word Incarnate who took upon Himself our nature in thy bosom 
and so made thee His Mother; I bless the Holy Spirit who took thee as His bride. All honor, 
praise and thanksgiving to the ever-blessed Trinity, who predestined thee and loved thee so 
exceedingly from all eternity as to exalt thee above all creatures to the most sublime heights. 
O Virgin, holy and merciful, obtain for all who offend thee the grace of repentance, and 
graciously accept this poor act of homage from me thy servant, obtaining likewise for me from 
thy divine Son the pardon and remission of all my sins. Amen. 

  



 

 

Litany of Loretto 
 
Lord, have mercy on us 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us. 
God the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
God the Holy Ghost, 
Holy Trinity, one God, 
 

Holy Mary,  pray for us. 
Holy Mother of God, 
Holy Virgin of virgins, 
Mother of Christ, 
Mother of divine grace, 
Mother most pure, 
Mother most chaste, 
Mother inviolate, 
Mother undefiled, 
Mother most amiable, 
Mother most admirable, 
Mother of good counsel, 
Mother of our Creator, 
Mother of our Savior, 
Virgin most prudent, 
Virgin most venerable, 
Virgin most renowned, 
Virgin most powerful, 
Virgin most merciful, 
Virgin most faithful, 
Mirror of justice, 
Seat of wisdom, 
Cause of our joy, 
Spiritual vessel, 
Vessel of honor, 

Singular vessel of devotion, 
Mystical rose, 
Tower of David, 
Tower of ivory, 
House of gold, 
Ark of the Covenant, 
Gate of Heaven, 
Morning star, 
Health of the sick, 
Refuge of sinners, 
Comforter of the afflicted, 
Help of Christians, 
Queen of angels, 
Queen of patriarchs, 
Queen of prophets, 
Queen of apostles, 
Queen of martyrs, 
Queen of confessors, 
Queen of virgins, 
Queen of all saints, 
Queen conceived without Original Sin, 
Queen assumed into Heaven, 
Queen of the most holy Rosary, 
Queen of peace, 

 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
 
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ. Grant, we beseech Thee, O Lord God, that we Thy Servants may enjoy perpetual 
health of mind and body and by the glorious intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever 
Virgin, be delivered from present sorrow and enjoy eternal happiness. Through Christ 
Our Lord. Amen. 


